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k 15 in; Brigin... Impetfection muſt be found in 
every thing, in which man is concerned; and it 
is deſitable to redreſs every grievance, ſo ſoon as it 
s noticed: but we may ſurely be allowed to value, 5 ; 
and be thankful. for, our preſent advantages; till 
we ate ſhewn more concluſively, than by well- 
- penned pamphlets and ingenious ſpeculations, that 
ö ſomething much better is practicable among men. 
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| Righteouſneſs, which aroſe at ſo great a diſtance, 
viſited it with his ſacred beams of life and ſalvatioh. 
After a time the ſuperſtitions, corruptions, and 
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« enmity againſt God,“) harh "almoſt prevailed to, 
explode the Bible as an antiquated” book; or at 
leaſt to bring it into negle&, as: not entitled to 
much credit, and as having no authority over the 
conſciences and conduct of mankind: wWhilſt the 
prevailing maxim is; hat it is no matter what men 
believe, if they behave properly to thtir fellow crea- 
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« loved darkneſs rather than light, becauſe our 
6. deeds are evil.” (John, C. ii. v 19—21.) The 
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world, the fleſh, and the devil of the Lord's day * 
they cannot be expected 70 1 any other maſter, - 
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Y | | 8 hs e 
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4 at e 2 next place to, mention 
that profanation of the holy dame of Gods which 
narks the character of our age. I do not mean that 
piof 4 e ſutating, and taking of God's name in 
vain, which mingles with. the. common cbnverſas 


tion of vaſt, multitudes : this is indeed: a Krocious 


e 


affront;to. the Majeſty of heaven ; 5 but 3 it "is not pe- 5 5 


culiar to any age or nation, though more heinous 
in this favoured land than elſewhere. I advert, 
N hapeper, to the horrid crime of direct perjury ; 
C2: „„ which 
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" which perl aps ever Was fo frequen 
the word, as it is at preſent. The extreme iwpo- 
bey of moltiplying daths on ever) beeifon, cer > 
pervades and diſgraces the whole of our juriſpru: 
ddence; and the ameful irrer rene FO with which 
' ' they're generally adminiſtered,” cotieur in A 
5 e the Bemnity of the wüten ry wha men 
dre in d to Confider an gath at's atter e 
Ather than an'exprefs appeal to the he 
Bod, to atteſt the truttr and ff Bere | 
| Vilged: Thus, not onyx en ee Ives 
we involved im the guilt of perjury; but multitudes 
who are in other reſpects of b that 
it may 1 apprehended, oaths are often taken 
p ipariſh-officers,-by:;jurymen, by gleftats,/ nay, by 
thoſe who are elected to ſerve in parliament, and bx 
many ather deſcriptions. of men ,without, any due 
conſideration ol their i import, or any proper 
of their abligation!- And who can compute bow 
many. thouſands of times, in the courſe of a fingle 
week, the God of heayen is called to witneſs the 
truth of what is not Known, to be ſtrictiy true; and | 
| the fincerity of men in thoſe engagements, which | 
| they never intend litgralty and exactly to comply 
| with! # It is a form, with which they: com ply as 7 5 


the e concerned leep one another. i in coun- 
5 Thus, hecauſe of ſwearing the land 
0 maurne mh and the perinries, and profanations 
5 . 0 pame of the Lord, which abound in every 
plsce, loudly call. for divine vengeance upon us; 
eſpecially as no care is taken to bring the offenders 
to Juſtice, or to remove the occafions of ſuch ard. 
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Then to palliate and vindicate ſuch a e # pre - 
varication and hypocriſy : this, I ſay A muſt conſtitute | 
a degree of guilt of No. % mmon 8 8 
deem myſelf the mote bound to peak 
_ je; becauſe 1 eng deſcribe my. wii' co 
jeune paſt 56rd T Very believe, that 
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_ 3. ſcandal to our. church eſtabliſhment is alloy 


” quity: but now, that the monſter has been drag 


bol orders,” and int their obtsining and Hö- 
ing 19 00ů why N are utterly 1 incompar 
tible with either Piety, truth, or righteouſneſs, * | 
|. theſe reſpects, 4 profsgeneſe goes forth f Wok th. 

„ priefts” to all the inhabitants of the land;” a s A 
Whilft inf els, adduce fuch facts among t their 520 
Arg ments againſt religion; we cannot wonder 755 


1 ofligate men will proſtitute the ordinance of the 


-ord's ſupper as a ſte to, preferment z, or hat ſuch 

ed to 
fubGiſt among uz, Theſe thingd ure ripening. us 
apace for Judgments, a hs Woe up the meaſure of 
our een 8 42 Ja 22 * bg 2” wir W 02 1 
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the poor, have hitherto been ſo general im all 


| | E57 nations, and have ſo connected with the 5 
1 commercial dealings of ungodly men; rhat it might 


can empty geclamation, ſhould I inſiſt upon . 
them o on this occaſion. One particular, however, 


mut not be omitted I mean the execrable and 
crxectated ſlave trade. "Whilſt the extreme iniquity 
and cruelty of this commerce, and its fatal effects 


55 400 three quarters of the gl 
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throughout the vaſt continent, of bon. mere i 


| little known or regarded ; it might be conſidered as 


the guilt of individuals, and not a national ini- 


A 18 public view, and all the 'worlc 5 


ged fort! 


| hath been ſhewo, beyond poſlibillity of palliation, 
the multiplied murders, cruelties, and; enormities 


that are inſeparable from it's exificnce'7"to' ſet it 
up; us another Moloch, to be immolated binge 


riads of Human Refine every year, merely 


_ or dubious POS of national ade 
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3 boeh a. renunciation of all juſtice, trutił 
nity and Mercy, for the ſake of filthy luer nere, a8 can 
ardly be equalled i in the annals of manki Wy What 
vb muſt. be its criminalicy ; in this favoured i region 
of light 3 and liberty v, Blood defilech. the. land, in 
L which i it is ſhed ; neither « can it be cleanſed from | 
2 f Dit, ſave by the od, of bim that t. ſhed it,“ 
(ur, c. XXxv. v. 33 :) and the caſe canngt de 
Aired by the mere circumſtance of the blood bei 8 
ſhed at a diftance, by the inhabitants' of this: nation, 
So that the unavenged blood of. thouſands of pon 
negroes cries daily from. the earth. unt the Lord, 
againſt the inhabitants of Great Britain; ; and will 
continue to do ſo, more and more, until this atro- 
cious evil be completely terminated; and mu 
 rapine, and | cruelty. be no more ſanctioned by « our 
legi ature : 'or until the Lord t take the matter 1 into ” 
9 own hands; and we learn to Sur wolt} 1, 1 
neſty and mercy are the beſt policy; 3 and that op⸗ . 4 
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dens, and let the oppreſſed 80 free.” ' (Iſaiah, c. 
bi „ 65 :) for whilſt lücrative fins are perliſted | in, 
3 ne, can only reſemble that of Phargahe 
"wh 0 eried gut, 1 have. fined,” but would nat. 
conſent to 1 — 8 the op prefſed. Iſradlites.” Without © 
aftentlon to ſuch plain duties; how can we call this. 
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ö — when 1 ptoceed to mention the blood es 


in duels, and not avenged by the death of the mour- . 


the worſt of murderers are ſuffered to eſcape! | But 


I magiſtrates,” and jurymen look to it, how they 


” faugbter, they liberate” the: malicious murderer, 8 


% 


: outrages againſt both the law * ae! of G 0 


will anſwer it to God); if under the term of m man- 


d fo abet duellingy Which i is one of the feste * 


Which: . almoſt 12 conceived, | ad 1 : : TPP 
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4 6. Among, „ CAE fs, 4 wilt 1 


by cite ſurpfile that 1 EU: the luxury and ex- 
frava agance "of th the age. I mean not, however, 70 | 


| 10 againft, all thoſe exceſſes, which, though i in. 


deed.) very crimina 


are nar W N ee 1 


times. advert to the prevailing diſpoſition of all 


orders in a the ſociety to emulate their ſuperiors, till 
all diſſinction of rank is, nearly loſt, BY A variety 


Wo methods, Which are. ute ful t to A certain degree 1 
in a commercial country, credit may be acquired to 
fled of 


a very large extent: men, , therefore, 
fmall property, engage in þufineſs di 5 ä 
ately, large ; and then launch out, i in their exp 


J. 


kure, according to their apparent, not OA red 
* Uecumiiances, They vie with each ether, "and 
With perſons of real affluence, i in their houſes, fur⸗ i 
 niture, appearance, attendants, and entertaiiments: 
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they frequent expenſive public diverſions, (which ; 
{are multi plied beyond the e of former 


wy. | 


derer. kl "Whit fo many thieves are pat to death, _ 
7 5 aA policy not authorized * in the word of. God, 
; = evidently not attended with his bleffing :' al In 
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a ont ie Join * en e -ranity + 
till at length their accumulated debts weigh, them” 
down, and. multitudes are ruined along with i ED 
This is come to ſuch a pitch, that it threatens de 

deſtruction of credit itſelf, and commerce with it; 
and the effect may rage Ae the gane 
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Ra emulate. their maſters :, their. wages are la- 
viſhed away in needleſs, expences; ſo that old age 
or ſickneſs. finds. them: deſtitute, or their den 
leaves families unprovided for. The evils, which 
originate from this ſource, can ſcarce be enume- 


rated: it concurs. with other things. to produce 


5 that ſpirit of. gaming, Which ruins numbers, and 


often, terminates i in ſuicide : and it is a principal 

| cauſe of thoſe, varied methods of fraud and rob. 
bery, which fill our jails with wretched inhabi- 
tants, and make way for ſo many lamentable exe». 
cCutions: whilſt the. other. national fins, that We 


are about to conſider, greatly W from is 


5 5 ſource Wl vice 1 . 3 of 3 
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El Ot 1 we may.n next . mention. os 8 


hie ſo greatly degrades our national character, ; 


and threatens even the ſubverſion of our excellent 
 eonſtirution., Whilſt men in general live above | 
* they can afford, they will certainly be 


At and in general, a ſufficient compenſation will, de- 
termine them to any meaſures or any party. Thus 
2 are now come to that paſs, that few of 
e m_ ele& MNEgADers: to ſerve in reha: 

; . e 
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to f graſp at gain from every quarter; _ 


K 10 5 | 
Were vote et the wiſeſt and gh hci Heh 
that ate propoſed to them, without expecting any 
other tom penſation than their faithful endeavours 
_ to ſerve their country; but by far the greateſt 
5 'nuinber, in t Her places, beffdesthe mall hof hs, 
pect to be paid, in ſome way or other, for the 
votes: and ſo great is the ſelfiſh ingenuity, that 
is exerciſed in evading the laws, that no method 
Kath ) yet been found effectual for preventing fuch 
"bribery. How then can it be expectet 
ſenate mould be Very uncoffupt? For, whilſt 
the people, like Efau, fell their Vircti<ghtr for 
a morſel of meat, or other paltry conſiderations; 
they have ſearce a right to complain, if they find 
others as venal as themſelves © and ſurely they at 
| leaſt muſt expect, that thoſe petſons, who have 
| purchaſed the diſtiaction of legiſlators at an al- 
moſt inſupportable expence, will endeavour to 
iindemnify themſelves, by the uſe they make of 
"their talents, votes, and influence. This evil 
ſpreads fo wide, and pervades all orders of men to 
"that degree, that we may enquire with the pro- 
3 "mb « Whs is there among you, that would ſhut 
Aide doors for. nought?” (Mal. c. i. v. 10.) And 
=, * is a fad proof of the debility, which hath ſeized 
upon our moral ahd' religious conſtitution; for 
4. the Wie heart is ſick, and the whole heart i is 
4 faint,“ through this inveterate diſeaſe, Which 
"is ce genuine offspring of luxury and extravas 
: © ganee,' e connefttd with 3 an inſatiable ra- 
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among us, is another moſt pore eyil. 
unexampled effrontery, Wi 

proſtitution is conducted: the multitudes, who ß] 
yearly in the, prime. of life fall ſacrifices. to 1 its — 
the wide. ſpreading. effects of i it on domeſtic? life 3 1 
the exceeding frequency. of adultery.;. The, encous = 
ragement given to ingenious women of pro fligate 
harps. to 2 5 N ae 0 8 7 
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ungodlineſs prevails; but ſutely they might be 


driven out of our ftreets, | into their dark receſſes, 


in Home. degree. at leaſt; and falutary regulations ; 

. might. vent rhe morbid part of the community” +4 

tal contagion fo raj pidly avis 

done at > RP Ic is indeed ſaid, by way of 05. 
ection, that worſe and more fatal effects would . 

| probably enſue, from ſuch an interpoſitſon: but 


| apprehend t the reafon to be inſufficient, and that 


6 is incumbent. on legiſlators and magiſtrates to 5 
adopt ſome method of diſcounte dancing ſuch de 
f ſtructive practices 3 and to leave the event to God. 5 
However, the very objection ſhe ws the awful 5 


ſtate to which we are reduced, and what caute we 


have to fear, leſt we ſhould ſpeedily become Ike ; : 


Sodom and Gomorrahz. only much more inexcuſes * 
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be the” name of a e 9 Bern PO LI 
 oflious to Pagans and Mahomerans, throughout 
the earth, bo the crimes of men who bore, and 

_ diſgraced, that appellation ; the pecuiiar doctrines 

of the gol pel alſo, have been grieyouſly expoſed to 

contempt and obloquy, in- our land, by the atro- 
cious miſconduct of many, Who have zealouſly 
contended for them, ie Woe be to the world. be- 

66 cauſe of offences 5 indeed we have all need of 7 

humiliation before. God this day, becauſe we have 

failed of recommending, the doctrine of God our 
Saviour to others, by our example, as we ought 8 
T have done ; and, becauſe in ſome reſpects, we have 
increaſed their prejudices by our miſconduct. But 
I more eſpecially advert to the notorious diſhoneſty, | 
; and other ſcandalous crimes, which have been 100 
covered in the habitual conduct of zealous diſpu- 
ters for evangelical tenets; che total diſregard. for 
relative duties, which many hath maniſeſted ; the 
| looſe antinomian tenets, by which this laxity of 
practice has been yarniſhed over; and the bitter, 

boaſting, cenſorious, and... backbiting ſpirit, with 
which religious controverſies have been conducted, 

Theſe, and yarious other, abuſes of the goſpet, 

have furniſhed infidels with their moſt formidable ; 

weapons againſt the truth; have given countenance. 

| to thoſe, who ſubſtitute a decent proud morality, . 
in the place of repentance, faith, and holineſs; and 


| have quieted the minds of careleſs Perſons with the 77 


idea, that religion would rather make them worſe 
| than better; and led them to conclude, that there 
. is 0 jo reality in it, * they can detect 10 much 
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And now. Af we teke cheſs things rigethce, rg 
; paring them with our national advantages and bi- 


gations, will it not be evident, that“ when 
6 Lord | R grapes, Sg 
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a himſelf G what he will do to bis vines - 


yard, I will,” fays he, © take away the hedge 
4 thereof, and it ſhall be eaten up; | 
„ down the wall thereof, and it ſhall be trodden 
«down ; und L. Will lay it waſte; it ſhall not be 

„ nor digged ; but there ſhall; come up 

te brien n thorns: I will alſo command he 
664 y rain no rain upon it.“ th no : 
provoke: Hi ord by our ingratitude, to-withdraw 
from us his providential protection i our fleet, Our 4 


armies, and all the advantages of our ſituation, will 
do nothing to prevent our falling under 4 foreign # 


yoke, or having our land deſolated by hoftile-inva- 

ſions. We may alſo be left to learn: from experience 

the ſore judgments of famine, peſtilence, and ether 
Tee ſcourges. But it will ſuffice, /if the Lord 

ieee Wan leave us to ourſelves, and to. our 
counſels, We ſhould : 


per means be uſed to prevent tem: 
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3 1 away oyr mexcies Wb dur 
own hands; every man's ſword would be turned 
againſt his brocher ; we ſhould ſpeedily be plunged © 
horror: of civil. war, and witneſs ſuch maſ-· 
ſacres and .- cſglations, as we can ſcarce bear to, 
read of, in the accounts, we receive from. a neigh». *] 
bovriog. nation. The invaſion. of Judea by the. 
Chaldeans, .the ſiege, taking, plundering, and de- 
ſtroying of Jeruſalem, with the ſubſequent Baby- 
loniſh captiviiy: and the final ruim f chat devoted | 
city by the Romans, whilft 1100;000 perſons mi- 
ferably Periſhed during the ſege: together wih the 
_ ealamities which followed the renanaht of the ſews. 
in their diſperſſon through the nations: ene 
: condition to this day, conſtitute a en warning 
bove al e o abe whole 
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|  Eprived of the: goſpel, IO we” have ſo much 
&epiſed' or abuſed; left the kingdom: of GO 
'* wee taken from us, and gen to 4 nation, 
4 forth the fruits thereof. (Matt. c. xxl. 
wb). fs: this reſpect our fin may very . probably 
5 beceni/our puniſhment :' the wide diffuſion of in- 
Fidel and heretical principles, (of which politics are 
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e tant part of our preſent duty, as it was »mMmnphatically - 
inculcated in the leſſon for the morning ſervice. But 

_. whilſt ©. we give our bread to the u, 
s the poor outcaſts to our houſes 3”? ee 
remember · to forgive our enemies, [to bleſs wow 

_ * thatcurſe us, to pray for them who 5 9 
c uſe us ; and not to pee v ee evil, but ts 1 


, e 4 O = 0 1 > evil- with good.“ 2 34 a Jr Es 1 8 2 11 Yr ; © F - {2 
- Theſe are ſome of the n duties incumbent 


on us: and in vain does wh man A L wi _ 


: land: 3 and he refuſes to concur in the proper means 
of averting them. The preparation for, and Ane. 
quent improvement of, ſuch ſolemn rr: - 
cCionſtitute a principal part of their benefit; and, ** 
due attention be paid eee "IN . 
thoſe in genetal, who apparently keep 3 9 
cording n Gali: of in „ 
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ſilves intereſted in theſe things, and 5 
51 heed to them; they may erhax 5 
ſerved from national judgments, dy che humble | 
 prayers.of chole-whom they deſpiſe: but without 
= perſonal repentance, faith Tee 
Link life, they cannot be. ſaved" from the wrath ito 


\ - ome On the other hand the üprig 5 
need not be diſmayed, on accoun — 
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| n is in Chrift Jeſus our Laid; And now, 0 
Father of Mercies, we beſeech thee to give thy _ 
bleſſing to the word of all thy miniſters, this day; _ 
that there may be j Joy in heaven over many ſinners 
brought to repentance; and that thy people may 
be ſtirred up to greater diligence in every good 
work, and more fervent zeal for the glory of thy 
name. Hear the ſupplications, which, with many 


thouſands of our fellow chriſtians, we have pre- 


ſented before thee, in behalf of that much favoured, 
but guilty land, of which we confeſs ourſelves to 
be guilty inhabitants. O that we may indeed ſhew, 
by works meet for repentance, that our humiliation _ 
this day hath been unfeigned ! Avert the judgments _ 
which we have deſerved ; revive thy work in our 
land, make true religion to prevail over all oppoſi- 
tion, and proſper thoſe who labour to do good to 
men for thy ſake! Have mercy upon our fellow 
-creatures, in other nations, and bid the avenging 3 
"ſword of bloody war return into its ſcabhard. Piry 


our infatuated enemies; bring them to repentance, A 


and incline them alſo to turn to thee, with weep- 
ing, faſting, and prayer; that ſo, their miſeries may 
be terminated; the wicked decrees of ſuch as per- 


fiſt in miſchief, be finally diſappointed; and the - 
_ . - bleſſings, with which thou haſt long favoured. a, 


- be extended to them, and to all other nations; till 
genuine liberty and peace as the effects of pure chriſ- 
tianity, may fill the earth, and bleſs the whole world 
Tofarhapkind!, Theſe prayers we preſent before thee, 
in ſole dependence on the merits and mediation of 
I thy Son Jeſus Chriſt. Now to the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons in one myſteri- ; 
ous Deity, be aſcribed all glory, praiſe, r d Wh 


von and for cvermore. Amen. 2 VL 64 
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